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Properties of Light
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Chapter 23

ENRICHMENT

Creatures of the Spectrum

Visible light is only a small part of the electromagnetic spectrum. It is important to humans because
human eyes can see only that part of the spectrum. Other animals, however, see other sections of the
spectrum. To humans, for instance, a daisy has a gold center surrounded by rays of white petals.
Honeybees, however, see ultraviolet light, and when they look at a daisy, they see ultraviolet patterns
that circle the flower’s center. To the honeybee, the simple daisy looks like a bull’s-eye.

If creatures live elsewhere in the universe, they may be able to “see” different parts of the electro-
magnetic spectrum than earthlings. Imagine that you have discovered a new life-form on another
planet and have discovered that it “sees” a different band of the spectrum than humans. Using the
spectrum information, describe your otherworldly creatures in the space below. 
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