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Purpose/Methodology

The purpose of this study was to gather evidence to support that Jamestown Reading 
Navigator™ (JRN) increased student’s reading levels.  During the spring of 2006, 168 students 
from six pilot sites in grades 6-12 reading between 3.0-4.9 reading levels were administered 
a Pre- and Post- AGS Reading Level Indicator Test. Students worked in Trek 2 of JRN for one 
to two months. At the end of the study, both teachers and students participating were given an 
online survey.

Quantitative Results
Conducted by Sigma: Research Management Group

•  54.2% of the students using JRN improved their Instructional Reading Level

•  50.0% of the students using JRN improved their Independent Reading Level

Sample Student Pre- and Post- Test Reading Levels
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All of the schools in the study had 40% or more of their students increase their pre- and post- 
test scores. One school had over 70% of their students increase their independent reading 
levels while working in the program for one month.

Percentage of Students that Improved Their Reading Level by School

School Total Students

% of students 
whose Independent 

Reading Level 
Increased

A 30 73.3

B 33 54.5
C 15 53.3
D 11 45.5
E 54 42.6

F 25 40.0

Sixty percent of all the teachers in the study saw an increase in reading level for 50% or more of 
their students. Students worked in the program for one to two months.

Percentage of Students that Improved Their Test Scores by Teacher

Teacher Total Students

% of students 
whose Independent 

Reading Level 
Increased

1 13 69.2

2 17 64.7

3 33 54.5

4 15 53.3

5 20 50.0

6 6 50.0

7 27 44.4

8 25 40.0

9 5 40.0

10 7 14.3
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Strongly  Agree
22.2%
(n= 6)

Strongly  
Disagree

7.4%
(n= 2)

Agr ee
70.4%

(n= 19)

Purpose/Methodology

During the spring of 2006, Glencoe/McGraw-Hill contracted with the American Institutes for 
Research (AIR) to conduct a survey for users of its Jamestown Reading Navigator™ software. 
Targeted users of the program were (1) middle school, high school, and adult learners reading 
at a third grade level, and (2) those students’ teachers. 

Teacher Survey
Conducted by American Institutes for Research

For the teacher survey, 27 teachers gave consent and completed the majority of the survey. 
No teachers declined consent.   The teachers surveyed worked in a range of U.S. cities 
and represented ! elds such as English and special education, or had reading specialist 
backgrounds. Most were certi! ed teachers instructing reading or English courses.  
Responses on teachers’ ratings of the instructional components and effectiveness of Jamestown 
Reading Navigator™, the program’s effectiveness in delivering instructional strategies, and 
student interest and engagement are presented below.  
 

Jamestown Reading Navigator ™ Uses Effective Instructional 
Strategies to Address Comprehension

(Total Respondents = 27)
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Missin g
3.7%

(n= 1)

Disagree
3.7%
(n= 1)

Agr ee
59.3%

(n= 16)

Strongly  Agree
33.3%
(n= 9)

Don't Kno w
3.7%
(n= 1)

Strongly  Agree
25.9%
(n=7)

Agr ee
66.7%

(n= 18)

Strongly  
Disagree

3.7%
(n= 1)

Content of Jamestown Reading Navigator ™ Helps Students Learn Skills 
That They May Have Been Previously Struggling

(Total Respondents = 27)

Students Interested In Reading Selections

(Total Respondents = 27)
 

 

Students Actively Engaged When Using Jamestown Reading Navigator ™

(Total Respondents = 27)

Strongly  Agree
18.5%
(n= 5)

Missin g
3.7%

(n= 1)

Disagree
7.4%
(n= 2)

Agr ee
70.4%

(n= 19)
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Missin g
6.4%

(n= 17)

Strongly  
Disagree

6.8%
(n= 18)

Disagree
6.8%

(n= 18)

Agr ee
40.2%

(n= 106)

Strongly  Agree
39.8%

(n= 105)

Missin g
7.6%

(n= 20)

Strongly  
Disagree

5.3%
(n= 14)

Disagree
8.3%

(n= 22)

Agr ee
47.3%

(n= 125)
Strongly  Agree

31.4%
(n= 83)

Student Survey
Conducted by American Institutes for Research

Student participants, who were largely in sixth to tenth grade, were located in a range of U.S. 
cities and were from a range of racial/ethnic backgrounds. Fifty-nine percent (59%) were male.  
About 80% indicated English as their ! rst language. Of those that did not speak English as their 
! r st language, about 50% reported that they knew English very well, while the rest indicated a 
varying range of English pro! ciency. Prior to using  Jamestown Reading Navigator™, students 
varied in their computer experience: 48% reported previously using computers daily; 6% 
reported never having used a computer; and the rest reported periodic weekly or monthly use.

Overall, students were enthusiastic about the use of the program and particular features like the 
ability to record themselves online for the " uency activity and the content was engaging.

Easy to use

(Total Respondents = 264)

Able to use program without assistance

(Total Respondents = 264)



888.232.6671 www.readingnavigator.com
™

6

Anecdotal Feedback from Teachers and Students

Teacher Testimonials

Palm Beach County School District
West Palm Beach, Florida

The Palm Beach County School District implemented a pilot program with more than 50 
middle school students for four months during the 2005-2006 school year. Gina Charla, K-
12 Comprehensive Reading/Learning Team Administrator, said she and fellow educators 
purposefully involved students with differing socioeconomic backgrounds.

“The results were the same, disregarding socioeconomics” she said. “Students immediately 
embraced the program because it includes real-world information speci! c to adolescents. 
Jamestown Reading Navigator is a curriculum-rich intervention program that highly engages 
students with motivating lessons in the ! ve essential areas of reading.”
 
“The software is the superstar of the program,” Charla said. “It engages students while providing 
explicit, direct instruction so kids can make connections between what they’ve just read and with 
the streaming video they just watched. 

Any district with a reading intervention program should consider this program. It has made all 
the difference for our teachers and students because it has provided them with the keys for 
unlocking text. We’ve decided to adopt the program in Grades 6-12 district-wide in fall 2006.”

The Palm Beach County School District serves roughly 172,085 Floridians in 231 schools. The 
student population is 43% Caucasian, 43% African American, 21% Hispanic, 5% multi-cultural, 
2% Asian American. Forty-four percent qualify for free or reduced-price lunch.
www.palmbeach.k12.! .us
   
**********

Thomas R. Proctor High School
Utica, New York

Jamestown Reading Navigator was used as a pilot program for six months with 56 students in 
Grades 9-12 at Thomas R. Proctor High School in the Utica City School District in New York. 
English Department Chairperson Danielle Brain said students were immediately hooked on the 
program and asked if they could continue with it once the pilot was completed.

“This program offers enrichment like no other high school reading intervention program,” she 
said. “Students weren’t only navigating through reading comprehension. They were navigating 
through real-life skills.” 

Brain said one reason the program was so successful at her high school is because it’s non-
threatening and intriguing to reluctant readers. 
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“The curriculum, both online and within the printed material, doesn’t insult their intelligence. 
Instead, it showcases student diversity, so kids see photographs of students who look like them, 
which puts them at ease. The program particularly works well with ESL students because it 
speaks to young adults, not to young children.”

Thomas R. Proctor High School serves approximately 2,505 students in Grades 9-12. The 
student population is 62% Caucasian, 22% African American, 12% Hispanic, and 4% Asian 
American. Sixty-three percent qualify for free or reduced-price lunch, and 10% have limited 
English pro! ciency (LEP).
www.proctor.utica.k12.ny.us   

**********

Jefferson County Public Schools
Golden, Colorado

Soon after many students in Grades 6-10 within the Jefferson County Public Schools completed 
a ! ve-month pilot program of Jamestown Reading Navigator, their teachers provided very 
positive feedback.

English Language Arts Curriculum Coordinator, Dianne Sievers, said teachers speci! cally noted 
the program provided a comparatively high degree of teacher/student interaction compared to 
other reading intervention programs. 

“Teachers were able to talk with individual students regarding their thinking during the process 
and then follow-up with them later. In addition, there was meaningful work going on in the 
classroom when teachers pulled together small groups while other students worked on the 
computers.”

Sievers said one teacher told her the most signi! cant aspect of Jamestown Reading 
Navigator is the consistent practice and immediate feedback the program offers for reading 
comprehension. “She told me the students really enjoyed the program. One student even came 
in before school in order to keep up when he missed days.” 
 
Jefferson County Public Schools serve about 84,000 students in 167 schools. The student 
population is 77% Caucasian, 16% Hispanic, 4% Asian American, 2% African American, and 1% 
Native American. Twenty percent of the children qualify for free or reduced-price lunch, and 6% 
are English Language Learners (ELL).
http://jeffcoweb.jeffco.k12.co.us  

**********

Omaha Public Schools
Omaha, Nebraska

When teachers at Omaha Public Schools piloted Jamestown Reading Navigator during the 
2005-2006 school year with students in Grades 7-12, they discovered the program worked 
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especially well with 75 students at an alternative center. These students have a wide range of 
abilities with the common denominator being they were all suspended from their home schools 
for discipline problems.

Reading Services Lead Teacher Patricia Gamble said the program’s true “aha” moment 
occurred when students began accessing the online program at home.

“Jamestown Reading Navigator really engages students, but it had a major effect on students 
who struggle academically, socially, and emotionally,” she said. “Students get immediate 
feedback and feel at ease moving through levels at a pace they set themselves, whether at 
school or home.”

Gamble said teachers speci! cally liked the student and teacher communication process.

“It has similar properties to email,” she said. “Students know their teachers are taking time to 
check in with them, and teachers know students care enough to get online.”

Serving approximately 46,035 students in 84 schools, the Omaha Public School District’s 
student population is 47% Caucasian, 31% African American, 18% Hispanic, 2% Asian American 
and 1% Native American. Fifty-! ve percent of pupils qualify for free or reduced-price lunch, and 
12% are English Language Learners (ELL).
www.ops.org    

**********

“Survivor” Summer Reading Academy 
Using Jamestown Reading Navigator 
Leon County School District 
Tallahassee, Florida

The Leon County School District recently completed a new countywide summer reading 
program for tier one reading students in eighth grade transitioning to ninth grade next year. The 
program utilized Jamestown Reading Navigator, which will be adopted across the county in the 
fall. The reading academy’s theme was “Survivor,” a play on the popular reality television show. 

One hundred and eighteen students from seven middle schools voluntarily participated in the 
program. The students were divided into two teams or “tribes” and competed weekly for prizes 
and recognition. 

Eydie Sands, Reading Coordinator for the district, said the point of the program is to prepare 
these at-risk students for success in high school. 

“Many ninth graders drop out mentally, become less engaged in school and make fewer 
connections with adults,” Sands said. “Our objective with this program is to continue helping 
them with their reading skills, but also to connect them with adults that will be assisting them in 
high school. We involved the teachers, reading coaches, guidance counselors, principals and 
even took a ! eld trip to the high school so the students will go into ninth grade with a feeling of 
comfort and con! dence.” 
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The six-week program utilized Jamestown Reading Navigator partly because the district was 
planning to adopt the program, but also because the program focuses both on academics and 
on helping the individual child become successful. This philosophy mirrors that of the summer 
reading academy, which stresses the importance of individual attention and what the student’s 
unique challenges are.

Teachers in the course like Jamestown Reading Navigator because it relies on the teachers 
to be involved in the program. While technology-focused programs allow students to work 
independently, they often eliminate the need for teacher-student interaction. Jamestown 
Reading Navigator incorporates teacher communication so students are aware their teacher is 
involved each step of the way. 

During hot summer days when they would rather be at the pool, kids can be hard to engage. 
But Jamestown Reading Navigator incorporates a variety of activities so the students don’t get 
bored with the program. 

The students particularly like the InTIME reading materials. Sands recalls hearing more than 
once, “We’re having a lot of fun, Ms. Sands#” 

While the hard numbers are still being calculated, administrators already consider the program a 
success. “The attendance rate alone proves this was a worthwhile program. At least 75 percent 
of the students attended all but three or fewer days, and 5 percent were there every single day. 
That is saying something considering it’s the middle of summer#”

Student Testimonials

• I like the look of it. The way it looks makes more interested in it…I love technology and this is a 
great way to [read], as well as learning more about things that I already knew.
  

• I like reading new stories and hearing new things that are going on in the world…I like it 
because it is very educational and it gives me a better understanding of the world around me 
that I live in. It makes me more appreciative to the new and different things.  Hearing what 
scientists come up with for the future interests me. 

   
• Reading the stories is the best part of Reading Navigator…The stories were interesting. 

• I like that during each Journey, when a new activity comes up, the directions are very easy to 
follow and I understand everything they ask me to do… I get a better understanding of what is 
going on. 
   

• I like when we get to record ourselves reading the story into the microphone…The reason I like 
that part is because we get to see how much better we got at reading and pronouncing words. 
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• What I liked about Reading Navigator best is how it shows us new reading clues…It helps me 
understand the story.
   

• I like the vocabulary and when you get to type on a note card so you can remember the 
de! nition for a word…
   

About Jamestown Reading Navigator ™

Jamestown Reading Navigator™ is designed to help teachers improve student performance 
through its direct, explicit instruction in reading skills and comprehension strategies. Because it 
is individualized for each student, the online learning environment allows teachers to work with a 
wide range of readers, from those who still need to master decoding and word recognition skills 
to those who are struggling with the comprehension strategies needed for high school reading.

For more information about Jamestown Reading Navigator™, please call: 888-232-6671. 


